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ARTS & CULTURE

Seleki was raised in the 
Sebokeng and Orange 
Farm townships by his 

mother and grandmother. 
When he was 13, his mother 
died and he took on her 
merchandising duties at a liquor 
store over weekends and after 
school. In his spare time, he 
enjoyed pantsula, a form of 
street dancing that originated 
in the townships during 
apartheid. Then, in 2010, as 
SA prepared to host the Fifa 
World Cup, his life changed.

“A friend told me about a 
gig to teach people the diski 
[a dance created for the World 
Cup],” he recalls. “I laughed. It 

took me fi ve minutes to learn 
it. But it paid R250 an hour, 
so I said: ‘Let’s do it!’”

He auditioned at Dance Café 
and got the job. “That’s 
when I met Terri Taylor, 
one of the owners,” he 
says. “She became like 
my second mom.”

When football 
fever was over, the 
studio invited the diski 
instructors to learn 
to teach ballroom and Latin 
dancing. Seleki alone grabbed 
the opportunity. “In my culture, 
ballroom and Latin are seen as 
girlie dancing,” he says. “I’d just 
become a father. People thought 

I was crazy.”
It wasn’t an easy 

journey. He spent 
hours commuting, sleeping 
on studio fl oors, training and 
practising. After qualifying, he 
began working at Dance Café. 
Now a full-time instructor, he 
also teaches salsa, kizomba, 

bachata and line dancing. 
In 2015, he competed at 
the World Line Dancing 
championships in Blackpool, 
England. He’ll compete in 
Tennessee individually, as part of 
the Dance Café team and as a 
partner for his students. – Tamara 
Oberholster (@tamara0h)

DANCING TO 
TENNESSEE

In January 2017, Pule Putjas Makunye Seleki 
will travel to Tennessee, USA, to compete in 

the World Line Dancing Championships. His 
story is remarkable, considering he had no 

dance training before 2010     

FUN FOR THE FAMILY
Impresario Pieter Toerien and Hazel Feldman have put together 
a stellar cast for Annie, the classic Broadway musical in which a 
spunky 11-year-old orphan embarks on a search for her parents. 

It runs at Cape Town’s Artscape Theatre from 2 December-
8 January. Visit: www.pietertoerien.co.za

PANTO PLEASURE Theatrical doyenne 
Janice Honeyman’s 

delicious pantomime Robin Hood and the Babes in the Wood 
features SABC3’s Isidingo’s Bradley Haines as Robin and 
Graham Hopkins as the the villainous sheriff. Funny-man Desmond 
Dube plays Friar Tuck, while Idols SA fi nalist Bongani Mthombeni 
plays Will Scarlet. On at the Joburg Theatre until 30 December. 
Visit: www.joburgtheatre.com

ABOVE and RIGHT: 
Seleki and the 
Dance Café line 
dancing team 
who’ll compete 
in Tennessee 
in January.
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